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The Vjosa River in Albania is one of the most iconic rivers in Europe. Together with its tributaries it forms
the most intact river system of the continent outside Russia. However, the Vjosa is at risk due to the
planned construction of hydropower plants as well as infrastructural development plans near the river’s
mouth.

As experts of river landscapes from various scientific disciplines, we want to stress that recently
conducted research in the Vjosa basin strongly suggests an urgent need for a careful re-assessment of
risks posed by the planned hydropower projects at Kalivagi and Pocemi.

In addition to the destruction of unique ecosystems, these projects — according to recent research —
will
e fail to mitigate the downstream flood risk as the dam is not designed to retain large flood flows.
e hamper agricultural development by lowering the groundwater table and allowing salt-water
intrusion downstream of the reservoirs.
e constrain touristic development due to coastal erosion as a result of high sediment retention in
the reservoirs.
e generate high maintenance costs of the reservoirs and a comparatively short life-span thereof, as
high load of fine and coarse particulate sediments will fill the reservoir.
e increase hazards of seismic activity in the Vjosa region.

In line with these risks, we, the undersigned scientists, urge the Albanian government, namely Prime
Minister Edi Rama, Minister of Tourism and Environment Blendi Klosi and Minister of Infrastructure
and Energy Belinda Balluku to

1) agree on a time period of two years (2020/2021) for a thorough review of the current hydropower
development plans in the Vjosa River basin.

2) jointly explore economically feasible options for a sustainable 'Vjosa River Strategy' within the
framework of the evolving River Basin Management Plan.

3) establish a 'Vjosa River Science Round Table' involving national and international experts in order
to allow for informed decision making on key identified issues related to the Vjosa River
catchment.

4) follow Albania’s political and legal commitments to meet international conventions as well as EU
requirements.




Lumi Vjosé né Shqipéri éshté njé nga lumenjté mé ikoniké né Europé. Sé bashku me degét e tij, Vjosa
formon sistemin mé té paprekur té lumenjve né Europé jashté Rusisé. Sidogofté, Lumi Vjosé éshté né
rrezik pér shkak té planifikimit té ndértimit té hidrocentraleve, si dhe planeve té zhvillimit té
infrastrukturés prané deltés sé lumit.

Si eksperté té peizazheve lumore nga disiplina té ndryshme shkencore, nga hulumtimet i kryera kohét e
fundit né pellgun e Vjosés, mbéshtetim fugimisht se éshté urgjentisht i nevojshém té béhet rivlerésimi
me kujdes i rrezigeve té projekteve té planifikuara té hidrocentraleve né Kaliva¢c dhe Pocem.

Pérveg shkatérrimit té ekosistemeve unike, sipas hulumtimeve té fundit kéto projekte:

Nuk zvogélojné rrezikun nga pérmbytjet né rrjedhén e poshtme, pasi digat e parashikuara nuk
mund té mbajné prurje té€ médha ujérash nga lumi;

Nikojné né zhvillimin bujgésor duke ulur nivelin e ujérave néntokésore, si dhe lejojné ndérhyrjen
e ujit me kripé né rrjedhén poshté digave;

Nikojné né zhvillimin e turizmit nga erozioni bregdetar pér shkak té mbajtjes sé sedimenteve prej
digave;

Kané kosto té larté mirémbajtjeje té ujémbledhésve dhe njé jeté relativisht té shkurtér té tyre,
pér shkak té ngarkesés sé madhe té grimcave té iméta dhe té trasha té sedimenteve.

Rritin rreziget e aktivitetit sizmik né rajonin e Vjosés.

Prandaj, ne shkencétarét nénshkrues, i kérkojmé Qeverisé shqiptare, pérkatésisht Kryeministrit Edi
Rama, Ministrit té Turizmit dhe Mjedisit Blendi Klosi dhe Ministres sé Infrastrukturés dhe Energjisé
Belinda Balluku té:

1)
2)

3)

4)

Bien dakord pér njé periudhé kohore prej dy vjetésh (2020/2021) pér njé rishikim té ploté té
politikés aktuale té hidrocentraleve né pellgun e lumit Vjosé;

Hulumtojné bashkérisht mundésité ekonome pér formulimin e njé 'Strategjie té géndrueshme pér
lumin Vjosé' brenda kornizés sé planifikimit t&€ menaxhimit té pellgjeve lumore;

Krijojné njé “Tryezé té rrumbullakét shkencore pér lumin Vjosé” — ku té jené pérfshiré eksperté
vendas dhe ndérkombétaré né meényré gé té mundésohet 'informimi né vendimmarrje' pér
¢éshtjet kryesore té identifikuara né lidhje me pellgun e lumit Vjosg;

Ndjekin angazhimet politike/ligjore té miratuara nga Shqipéria pér té pérmbushur konventat
ndérkombétare, si dhe kérkesat e BE-sé.




Supported by the undersigned national and international scientists:
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52. Prof. Julian Shehu, University of Tirana, Albania

53. Dr. Eriona Canga, POLIS University, Albania

54. Prof. As. Lirika Kupe, Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania

55. Prof. As. Nikoleta Kallajxhiu, University of Elbasan "Aleksandér Xhuvani", Albania
56. Dr. Pirro Icka, University Fan S. Noli, Albania

57. MSc. Erion Hasmegaj, POLIS University, Albania

58. MSc. Xhilda Shehu, POLIS University, Albania

59. Ing. Cleanthes Mandi, Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania

60. MSc. Endri Haxhiraj, Institute for Environmental Policy, Albania

61. Dr. AdmirJance, European University of Tirana & University "Aleksander Xhuvani", Elbasani, Albania
62. MSc. Anisa Hasani, University of Tirana, Albania

63. Dr. Elvisa Sokoli, University of Tirana, Albania

64. MSc. Ardita Dragini, POLIS University, Albania

65. BSc. August Kogi, POLIS University, Albania

66. Dr. Milidin Bakalli, University of "Aleksandér Moisiu", Durrési, Albania
67. MSc. Bledi Hoxha, University of Tirana, Albania

68. Prof. Neki Frasheri, Academy of Sciences of Albania, Albania

69. BSc. Deart Dervishi, University of Tirana, Albania

70. Prof. Dr. Nikoll Bardhi, Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania
71. Prof. As. Anila Boshnjaku, Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania
72. Prof. Vasil Jorgji, Polytechnic University of Tirana, Albania

73. Prof. Dr. Majlinda Vasjari, University of Tirana, Albania

74. Dr. Blerina Vrenozi, University of Tirana, Albania

75. Prof. Bejo Duka, University of Tirana, Albania

76. Prof. Raimonda Duka, University of Tirana, Albania

77. Prof.As. Endrit Kullaj, Agricultural University of Tirana, Tirana, Albania
78. Prof. Jamarber Malltezi, Agricultural University of Tirana, Albania
79. Dr. Drakuli Lumi, Universiteti "Aleksandér Moisiu", Durresi, Albania
80. MSc. Aferdita Mersinllari, DAR Tirana, Albania

81. Dr. Aurora Dibra, University of Shkodra "Luigi Gurakuqi", Albania
82. Dr. Saimir Hoxha, Noé-Albania, Albania

83. MSc. Andon Rrapokushi, Doni Fruits, Albania

84. Dr. Enerit Sacdanaku, University of Tirana, Albania

85. Prof.As. Dr. Vjollca Osja, University of Tirana, Albania

86. MSc. Lotar Kurti, University of Tirana, Albania

87. MSc. Aurora Zylaj, DAR Shkodra, Albania

88. MSc. Denik Ulcinj, University of Shkodra "Luigi Gurakuqi", Albania
89. MSc. Ana Bobo, University of Tirana, Albania

90. Prof.Dr. Violeta Alushi, University of Shkodra "Luigi Gurakugi", Albania
91. Dr. Odeta Vava, University of Tirana, Albania

92. Prof. Dr. Merita Dollma, University of Tirana, Albania

93. Dr. Florina Pazari, University “Fan S. Noli”, Korca, Albania

94. Dr. Ardita Mico, University “Fan S. Noli”, Korca, Albania

95. Dr. Frederik Dara, Universiy of Tirana, Albania

96. Dr. Aurora Bakaj, University "Ismail Qemali", Vlora, Albania

97. Prof. Dr. Sulo Haderi, University of Tirana, Albania

98. Prof. Dr. Besnik Aliaj, POLIS University, Albania

99. Prof. As. Arjana Ylli, University of Tirana, Albania

100. Prof. As. Konstantinos Giakoumis, POLIS University, Albania

101. MGeog. MSE. Edlira Xhafaj, POLIS University, Albania

102. Prof. As. Dr. Elizabeta Susaj, POLIS University, Albania
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Dr. Valerio Perna, POLIS University, Albania

MSc. Besjana Qaja, POLIS University, Albania

MSc. Keti Hoxha, POLIS University, Albania

Dr. Ermal Hoxha, POLIS University, Albania
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MSc. Doris Andoni, POLIS University, Albania
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Prof. Christoph Hauer, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna - BOKU, Austria
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MSDipl.-Ing. Dr. Kurt Pinter, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria
MSc. Martin Tschikof, University of Life Sciences and Natural Resources, Vienna & Wassercluster Lunz,
Austria
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Priv.-Doz. Dr. Karin Tremetsberger, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria
Dr. Matthias Kropf, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Austria

DI Dr.nat.techn. Sophie Kratschmer, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Austria
Dr. Franziska C. Schaedelin, Veterinary Meicine University Vienna, Austria
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Dr. Nina Bogutskaya, Natural History Museum of Vienna, Austria

Univ. Prof. Leonida Fusani, University of Vienna, Austria
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Dr. Wolfgang Rabitsch, University of Vienna, Austria
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Mag. Matthias Schmidt, Austria

Dr. Gabrielle Stalder, University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Austria
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Priv.Doz. Dr. Harald Pauli, Austrian Academy of Sciences, Austria

Prof. Dr. Josef Lueger, INGEO Institute of Engineering Geology, Austria

Prof. Stefan Dullinger, University of Vienna, Austria
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Mag. Sabine Bergauer, University of Vienna, Austria

Univ.Prof. Dr. Florien Jenner, University of Veterinary Medicine Vienna, Austria

DI Barbara Becker, Team Restauration Ecology/viadonau, Austria

DI Dr. Marcel Liedermann, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Austria

DI Dr. Mario Klosch, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences Vienna, Austria
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Univ. Prof. Dr. Jorg Ott, University of Vienna, Austria
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BSc. Alexander Auhser, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria

Mag. Martina Adlboller, Austria
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Mag. Lydia Schlosser, OKOTEAM Institute for Animal Ecology and Landscape Planning, Austria
MSc. Pablo Rauch, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria

Prof. Susanne Muhar, University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, Austria
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DI Anita Scharl, Umweltanwaltschaft Land NO, Austria

MSc. Daniel Daill, Technisches Biro fiir Gewasserdkologie Blattfisch, Austria
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